
Khadijah Mahmood’s powerful poem ‘Fierce Enemy’ has seen her win the regional final of a  

pres gious poetry compe on. Called ‘Mother Tongue, Other Tongue,’ the  compe on is 

aimed at primary and secondary schools and is a na onal Laureate Educa on Project, led 

by the Poet Laureate Dame Carol Ann Duffy and  coordinated by Routes into  Languages, 

with regional compe ons and events taking place throughout the year.  

The project, which has been running since 2012, was originally devised by Manchester 

Metropolitan University and Routes into  Languages North West and is officially  endorsed 

by Malala Yousafzai, youngest  Nobel Peace Prize winner and educa on ac vist.  

This year’s North West sec on of the compe on has seen Year 8 student Khadijah take 

top spot in the Key Stage 3 ‘Mother Tongue’ category, with a piece about an a ack on a 

school in Pakistan. The ‘Mother Tongue’ part of the compe on requires par cipants who 

do not have English as a first language, or who speak a different language 

at home, to share a lullaby, poem or song from their Mother Tongue, 

with  Khadijah submi ng her poem in Urdu.  

Khadijah received her prize at the  Na onal Celebra on of the ‘Mother 

Tongue, Other Tongue’ compe on, held on Thursday 30th June 2016 at 

Manchester  Metropolitan University and a ended by special guest 

Ziauddin Yousafzai, Malala’s father. 

Commen ng on Khadijah’s success, Manchester Academy Principal Andy 

Griffin said: “We are all very proud of Khadijah. Her poem is extremely 

thought provoking and a worthy winner of this excellent compe on.” 

Newsle er  

POETRY POWER EARNS KHADIJAH TOP PRIZE  
Year 8 student Khadijah Mahmood’s wins  
pres gious ‘Mother Tongue, Other Tongue’ 
compe on 
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As we come to the end of the academic year, I would like to thank the staff and students for their dedica on, 

hard work and achievements. It is truly inspiring when I reflect over the past year, remembering the fantas c 

achievements made by our students. We started the academic year with a celebra on for us all; students, 

families, staff, governors and special speakers were present at our annual Prizegiving, recognising student 

achievement and progress ‐ what a fantas c night!  As the year has progressed, so too have our partnerships 

with local community groups, with our students flourishing in their roles as ambassadors  within the commu‐

nity; helping illustra ng the kind hearted and dedicated student body that we have. We finished the year 

with reward assemblies and trips, as well as, a day of fun for all at our annual Sports Day ‐ an event that stu‐

dents (and staff) really enjoyed!   

 

Whilst walking around the Academy, I am immensely proud to observe the excellent learning environment 

we are providing and the commitment from staff to inspire our students’ minds ‐ the future genera on for 

our community.  

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome our new Year 7 students joining us in September and 

thank them and their parent/carers for choosing Manchester Academy.  We hope you enjoyed the fun filled 

induc on days and are now se led into secondary school life and are ready to hit the ground running in  

September. Here at the Academy, we are commi ed to bringing out ‘The Best in Everyone’, encouraging all 

of our students to fulfil their poten al during their me at here and we very much look forward to  

welcoming you to the Academy and celebra ng your achievements over the coming years. 

 

 I wish you all a safe and res ul summer. 

Welcome from 
the Principal, 
Mr. Griffin 



The Prince of Denmark Proves A Hit With Students 
Students in years 7 and 8 celebrated the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare's 

death with a first me trip to Stra ord‐on‐Avon to see Hamlet. During the 

trip, they visited the Royal Shakespeare Theatre to watch the infamous tale 

of the Prince of Denmark‐the perfect accompaniment to their studies of the 

bard's work this year. Influenced by African culture, this latest version of the 

classic play  featured a mixture of music, colour and culture, with Paapa 

Essiedu taking the tle role and helping to cap vate the young visitors,  

despite the play being over three hours long. During the trip, the students 

also had the chance to  explore the  beau ful Warwickshire town and visit  

Shakespeare’s grave at Holy Trinity Church.  

Year 8 & Year 9 Girls’ Football Tournament 

The Academy’s Year 8 & 9 Girls' football team took part in 

a fiercely contested tournament at Astley Sports College. The compe on 

brought together 12 teams from around Manchester who are all partners 

of the Manchester United Founda on.  Our team performed excep onally 

well on the day, narrowly missing out on the finals. All of our students 

thoroughly enjoyed themselves and represented the school fantas cally! 

Year 9 striker Shanyia Weekes was awarded the Golden Boot award a er 

finishing the tournament as top goal scorer with 9 goals in 5 games. 

Samuel is the Voice of the People! 
Congratula ons to Year 11 student Samuel Remi‐Akinwale who has been  

appointed to represent the city on the UK’s Youth Parliament.  Samuel has been 

an ac ve campaigner at the  Academy for the last few years, mee ng the Chief 

Execu ve of Manchester City Council, Sir Howard  Bernstein in late 2013 to  

promote the youth club movement.  Now Samuel’s poli cal skills have been  

Recognized, voted by his peers into a senior member’s role in   

Commented Manchester Academy English teacher Miss Croden, who organised the trip: "None of our students had ever seen 

a produc on of Shakespeare before, so to have the opportunity to actually see Hamlet at the world famous Royal   

Shakespeare Theatre was a fantas c experience and the ideal complement to their studies. As a result, many of them have 

developed a real enthusiasm for Shakespeare and are keen to explore more of his work."  Added one of the students taking 

part in the visit: “Miss Croden’s reward trip was just awesome. We watched Hamlet in the theatre and it was fabulous!"  

the UKYP, represen ng the interests of young  people aged 11‐18 in the Manchester area at both regional and Na onal 

mee ngs. As part of the appointment, Samuel gets to visit the Houses of Parliament in November for the na onal  chamber 

si ngs mee ng, discussing the Make Your Mark campaign. Commented Manchester Academy’s Principal Andy Griffin: 

“Samuel has always taken an ac ve role in suppor ng the causes he believes in and he will be a superb advocate for the 

young people of this city. He is a real credit to himself and to this academy and we wish him all the very best in his new role.” 



Royal Air Force Helicopter Visit 
The Griffin HT1 from 60 Squadron Defence Helicopter Flying School 

(DHFS) at RAF Shawbury dropped in on the Academy as part of a  

training mission.  Pupils from local primary schools were given tours of 

the helicopter, with Academy students from Years 8, 9 and 10 also visi ng 

the aircra  up close.  

Year 7 Art Workshop with Sally Gilford! 

On Friday 27th May and Friday 17th June, sixty Year 7  

students worked towards their Arts Award by comple ng a 

screen‐prin ng workshop with Manchester based ar st, Sally 

Gilford. The programme  aims to support young people who 

want to deepen their engagement with the arts, build   

crea ve and leadership skills and achieve a na onal  

qualifica on. 

A Day to Remember with Manchester United 
Pupils from the Academy’s girl’s football team were invited to  

Manchester United’s Aon Training Complex for what they believed to 

be an ac vity a ernoon with Founda on coaches. To their surprise, 

they were joined by their footballing heroes. Captain, Wayne Rooney 

led his teammates as they greeted the pupils before joining each  

project on display in the training ground’s Academy arena.  

Each team from the Founda on’s 12 partner high schools was paired 

with a player to take part in a football tournament, whilst the rest of 

the squad par cipated in alterna ve ac vi es showcasing Manchester 

United Founda on’s core delivery programmes, such as leadership, 

physical literacy and healthy ea ng workshops. Chris Smalling,  

Manchester United defender said: “We know how big this club is  

globally but you can’t forget your roots and the local schools because 

these are the ones who are future fans.”  

Special thanks to 60 Squadron and the Armed Forces Careers 

Office’s in Manchester and Liverpool, par cularly Sgt. Stu Turner 

for the visit and to GMF&RS (Moss Side (S13) for their role in  

suppor ng the event.  



Students have the Advantage 
On Friday 27th May, our Year 9 tennis  

ambassadors assisted in the delivery and overall 

running of a hugely successful inflatable tennis 

fes val. On the day, pupils from 2 local primary 

schools were invited to take part in a variety of 

games and ac vi es.  

 

Year 11 Prom  
On Thursday 7th July, Year 11 students and staff  

celebrated at the MacDonald Hotel, Piccadilly, for the  

Academy's annual pro m.  The boys looked smart and 

grown‐up in their tuxedos and suits, while the girls were 

stunning in their beau ful ou its. Good food, good music 

and good company made it a night to remember! We wish 

all of our Year 11’s the best of luck in the future.  

Prizes on the night went to: Prom King: Sayid Habib,  

“All of our students who supported the event had a great experience and we have had nothing but posi ve feedback from 

the primary school staff" said Academy PE Teacher Mr. Boyle. Following this successful first event, the ambassadors were 

taken down to Old Trafford Stadium to complete their first stage ambassador training , hosted by the LTA (Lawn Tennis  

Associa on).  During the a ernoon, students discussed all things tennis, from innova ve ways to play tennis in confined 

spaces to strategies to promote the sport in school. "The training yesterday was EPIC and was a good introduc on into how 

we can start tennis in school" said Hafsa Sheikh, Year 9 Ambassador. "It was fun we learned how to play games in small  

areas and without lots of equipment," added Empress Makeda Burrows, Year 9 Ambassador. As a thank you for the effort,  

commitment and maturity shown by the ambassadors, all 8 were rewarded with  ckets to Wimbledon on Tuesday 28th 

June. Congratula ons:  Gihan Achaibi, Mwamba Lesa , Ilona Bognar, Osman  Mohammed, Na ad Abdi, Makeda Burrows, 

Hafsa Sheikh , Declan Jawando.  

Prom Queen: Nicole Henry, Best Dressed Male; Malachi Malcolm, Best Dressed Female: Ra dzo Nyanjowa, Best Hair 

(Male); Shakaine Hall, Best Hair (Female):Jessica Hopkins, Best Dancer (Male): Alex Osaghae, Best Dancer (Female): 

Clara Falebita, Best Bromance Award: Elijah Walters Othman and Sorvat Kazemi, Best Dressed With A tude: Logan 



Year 7 Informa on  

 

We are delighted that your child will be joining us from September and would like to take this 
opportunity of welcoming you as a family. Your child's me at Manchester Academy will be a 
major chapter in their life and we are absolutely commi ed to making this period as  
produc ve, inspira onal and successful as possible, hoping to maximise the well being and life 
chances of all our young people. These pages outline some key informa on for you and your 
child as you start your journey with us.   

 

BOYS GIRLS 

A Manchester Academy blue blazer with 
school badge * 
  
White shirt (regula on, not a polo shirt) 
  
Manchester Academy e * 
  
Plain tailored black trousers (not cords or 
jeans) 
  
Shoes should be plain, black and polishable 
with a small heel (no coloured or white trims – 
boots and trainers/trainer‐type shoes are not 
allowed) 
  
Black socks 

A Manchester Academy blue blazer with school 
badge * 
  
White blouse (regula on, not a polo shirt) 
  
Manchester Academy e * 
  
A plain black ‘A’ line knee length skirt or full 
length plain black tailored trousers (no ski pants 
or similar) 
  
Shoes should be black, flat or small heeled (no 
coloured or white trims and boots, trainers, 
mules and pla orms are not allowed) 
  
Plain black socks or black ghts in winter 

PLEASE NOTE 

No make up or jewellery is to be worn  

Trainers are NOT allowed, except for PE lessons 

Hooded sweatshirts and baseball caps are NOT allowed 

Blazers, es and PE kit are available to order from the academy. 

Shoes, trousers, skirts and shirts can be bought from department stores and larger supermarkets. 



From September we have a new school day:‐ 

08:30 – 09:00 Registra on 

09:00 – 10:00 Period 1 

10:00 – 11:00 Period 2 

11:00 – 11:20 Break 

11:20 – 12:20 Period 3 

12:20 – 12:50 KS3 Lunch 

12:20 – 13:20 KS4 Period 4 

12:50 – 13:50 KS3 Period 4 

13:20 – 13:50 KS4 Lunch 

13:50 – 14:50 Period 5 

End of school End of school 

14:50 – 16:00 Extra‐Curricular / Period 6 

Top Tips Guide  

Times of the School Day  

As a parent or carer there are many ways you can aid the transi on process:‐  

 Emphasise that everyone will be in the same boat when joining Year 7 and will have the 

same concerns.  

 Encourage your child to take pride in their smart appearance and they will be more likely to 

adhere to our uniform standards.  

 Encourage your child to stay organised and prepare their uniform, sta onery and equipment 

each evening.  

 Reassure them that their Head of Year, Pastoral Support Worker, Form Tutor and other 

members of staff can help and answer any ques ons they may have. 

 Use our planners to learn about essen al Academy rules and informa on.  

PE Uniform: 
BOYS GIRLS 

White polo shirt with Academy logo* 
Blue hooded top with Academy logo* 
Plain blue shorts* or plain black tracksuit pants 
Plain blue football socks * 
Training shoes 

White polo shirt with Academy logo* 
Blue hooded top with Academy logo* 
Plain blue shorts* or plain black tracksuit 
pants/black sports leggings 
Plain blue football socks * 
Training shoes 

A towel will be needed for all PE lessons for use a er showering 



UKMT Mathema cal Challenges Success 2016 

Students in Years 7 – 11 took part in this year’s UKMT Mathema cal Challenges, achieving great success‐well done! 

In total, 62 cer ficates were awarded to our students, including  7 Golds, 19 Silvers and 36 Bronzes.  The UKMT  

organises na onal mathema cs compe ons and other  

mathema cal enrichment ac vi es for 11‐18 year olds, 

with 40% of pupils receiving cer ficates. The top 6% 

are awarded a gold cer ficate, the next 13% silver and 

the next 21% bronze.  At Manchester Academy, an im‐

pressive 62 students were in the top 40% of young 

mathema cians who par cipated in the challenges, 

with an excep onal performance by Jyyad Ali (Year 11).  

Jyyad was awarded the 'Best in School' cer ficate and 

qualified for the European Mathema cal Challenge (Pink Kangaroo) in which he represented  the Academy.  

The Diane Modahl Sports Founda on (DMSF) has appointed Manchester Academy student 

Samuel Remi‐Akinwale as its youngest ever board member. Just 16, Samuel is already an  

ac ve member of the local community, having been appointed to represent the interests 

of Manchester’s 11 to 18 year‐olds on the UK’s Youth Parliament earlier this year. Now the 

Year 11 student has been awarded a role on DMSF’s board as Children and Young People’s  

representa ve, having been an ac ve member of the organisa on since first joining in 

2012, a ending three mes a week and never missing a single mee ng.  

DMSF itself was established by former interna onal athlete Diane Modahl in 2010 with the 

aim of working with young people from disadvantaged areas across the North West,  

helping them to make the most of themselves in sport, school and life. Diane Modahl, Chief 

Execu ve Officer of DMSF said: “Samuel is an incredible young man, whose  

single‐mindedness and dedica on is rarely seen in boys of his age. He has never shied away 

from any opportuni es that have been presented to him as part of the DMSF programme 

and has ac vely pursued many challenges of his own, including fundraising ini a ves and team events.” 

Commen ng on his appointment said, Samuel said: “My real aim is to become a revolu onist – someone who changes 

the world. I’m going to give my all as the Children and Young People’s Representa ve for DMSF and am very honoured 

to have been offered this opportunity.” 

Manchester Academy Principal Andy Griffin added: “It’s an incredible achievement for Samuel to be invited onto the 

board of the Diane Modahl Sports Founda on, but what makes it all the more special is that he is just 15. This is a  

fantas c example of what can be achieved through hard work, focus and determina on – well done Samuel.” 

Samuel’s on (the) Board! 



Celebra ng DofE success at Buckingham Palace! 
Manchester Academy Principal Mr. Griffin and DofE Co‐0ordiantor Mr. Duckworth were guests at Buckingham Palace when 
they a ended a special garden party in support of the Duke of Edinburgh awards scheme’s Diamond Anniversary.  
During the event, The Academy was presented with a special plaque from the DofE Charity by celebrity supporter Andrea 
McLean, acknowledging the school’s commitment to running the DofE and thanking it for giving young people the oppor‐

tunity to transform their lives. The pres gious Gold Award 
Presenta on at Buckingham Palace is one of many  
memorable events taking place to celebrate 60 years of the 
Charity. Members of the Royal Family; HRH The Duke of  
Edinburgh, HRH The Earl of Wessex and HRH The Countess 
of  Wessex, congratulated those that were present, including 
young Gold Award achievers, organisa ons that deliver the 
DofE and special guests such as corporate supporters and 
DofE Diamond Challengers, who have set themselves a  
personal challenge to raise money for the DofE Charity in it’s 
anniversary year. The Academy has been delivering the DofE 
for 8 years, during which me students have been achieving 
the DofE Award a er volunteering in their community, 
learning a skill, ge ng fit, going on an expedi on and, for 
the Gold Award, taking part in a week‐long residen al. Doing 
a DofE programme significantly impacts young people’s  
futures, enabling them to develop vital skills for life and 
work, such as confidence, commitment, resilience and team 

work. Widely acknowledged as the world’s leading achievement award for young people, the Academy holds a licence to 
deliver DofE  programmes to anyone between the ages of 14‐24 years old.  
Commented a proud Mr. Duckworth:“ I feel honoured to have been invited to Buckingham Palace to receive a commemo‐
ra ve plaque to acknowledge and say thank you for our work with the Charity during its Diamond Anniversary year. Our 
young  people are encouraged to push themselves outside of their comfort zones when doing their DofE and the skills that 
they develop can be life‐changing, so for us to be involved is something very special.”  
 

The world famous New Zealand All Blacks rugby team sent their Under 20s squad to Manchester Academy this 
term. During the visit, students learnt the vital skills of rugby and the importance of playing in a team and were also 
lucky to watch the team members perform a cultural piece by singing an original New Zealand song. Tied into the 
Under 20s Rugby World Cup, the visit was organised in associa on with England Rugby’s ‘All Schools’ programme, of 
which Manchester Academy is a partner, helping to promote and encourage par cipa on in the sport. Manchester  
Academy Principal Andy Griffin commented: “We were delighted to welcome the All Blacks to the Academy. It’s a 
fantas c opportunity for our students to learn from these top professionals.” 

Visit From the New Zealand All Blacks U20 Squad  



Term Dates 2016/17 
First Day of Autumn Term Thursday 1st September (Staff Training Day) 

First Day of Term for Year7 Pupils Friday 2nd September (Year 7 ONLY) 

First Day of Term for Y8‐11 Monday 5th September 

Staff Training Day Tuesday 13th September (Eid) 

Autumn Half Term Monday 24th to Friday 28th October 

Last Day of Term Friday 23rd December 

First Day of Spring Term Monday 9th January 2017 (Staff Training Day) 

First Day of Term for Pupils Tuesday 10th January 2017 

Spring Half Term Monday 20th to Friday 24th February 

Last Day of Term Friday 31st March 

First Day of Summer Term Tuesday 18th April (Staff Training Day) 

First Day of Term for Pupils Wednesday 19th April 

May Day Monday 1st May (Bank Holiday) 

Summer Half Term Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June 

Last Day of Term Friday 21st July 

Public Holidays 2016/2017 

  Christmas Day 25th December 

Boxing Day 26th December 

New Year’s Day Friday 1st January 2017 

Good Friday: Friday 14th April 

Easter Monday: Monday 16th April 

May Day: Monday 1st May 

Spring Bank Holiday: Monday 29th May 

Staff Training (INSET) Days 

When Students Are Not In School 

Tuesday 1st September 

Tuesday 13th September (Eid) 

Monday 9th January 

Tuesday 18th April 

Monday 26th June 



Student Tes monials 
"I like Manchester Academy because everyone here is very close 
and people always make sure you’re okay. As for subjects, they 
are fun. The Music, Art and Drama teachers are great and we  
always do new things in lessons." Molly Hopkins, Year 9 student 
 
“Teachers support the students in every way they can.  Also, I  
really enjoy the awards ac vi es, in support of our amazing 
a endance and punctuality.” Ahmed Baig, Year 8 Student  
 
“I like Manchester Academy because it rewards you for your  
passion and crea vity, which  mo vates me to achieve and helps 
to bring out the best in everyone.” Nashif Nawferdeen, Year 10 
Student  



Come and joins us!  

Manchester Academy will be holding its Open Evening for year 6 pupils and their parents/carers on Tuesday 
27th September from 5.00pm—7.00pm.  
 
The event is the perfect opportunity for you to come and meet the Principal Mr Griffin and his team and see 
the Academy in ac on. There will be a wide range of exci ng ac vi es, showing how we can bring out the best 
in you.  
 
For further informa on please visit www.manchester‐academy.org 
 
Or call 0161 232 1639 

Manchester Academy Open Evening 
‐ Tuesday 27th September  

Contact us  
 

Post: Moss Lane East, Moss Side, Manchester, M14 4PX 
 

          Telephone: 0161 232 1639  
 

 Email: office@manchester‐academy.org 
 

Twi er: @McrAcademy  


